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Table of Pages in the Printer’s Manuscript
Following the completion of the dictation of the Book of Mormon, JS instructed Oliver 

Cowdery to create a copy of the original manuscript. This copy, which is known as the printer’s 
manuscript, contains clear signs of use by printers in Palmyra, New York, in 1830 and of editing by 
JS in preparation for the 1837 publication of the second edition of the Book of Mormon in Kirtland, 
Ohio. Examining the manuscript page by page sheds light on the changes that were made as indi-
vidual editions were published, but examining all the pages together reveals patterns that suggest 
how the text was treated as a whole.

The following table presents relevant information about the printer’s manuscript and its rela-
tionship to the first two editions of the Book of Mormon. This table identifies important editorial 
marks made in preparation for each publication. 

The first column lists the page number of the manuscript, and the second column lists the scribe 
or scribes who originally copied that page. “OC” represents Oliver Cowdery, “S2” represents scribe 2, 
and “HS” is Hyrum Smith. The third and fourth columns show the types of corrections found on 
each page and the editions with which the corrections are associated. If this column is empty, no 
editing marks appear on that page of the printer’s manuscript. “Standard revisions” signifies that a 
page was revised by one or more of the following methods: adding punctuation; marking a para-
graph with a pilcrow; noting capitalization; changing spelling; revising grammar; or inserting,  
deleting, or substituting words or phrases. “Printer’s mark” signifies that a page was marked by a 
compositor or reviewer. These marks were made to note the place the compositor left off, to note  
the point where the composing stick was full, or to note a spot that correlates to a published text—
usually the end of a page or line.

The fifth column lists the chapter of each book within the printer’s manuscript. These chapter 
numbers correspond to chapter breaks in the original manuscript and the 1830 and 1837 editions, as 
well as the 2004 Community of Christ edition. The chapter structure in the current (2013) Latter-
day Saint edition follows that of the 1879 Latter-day Saint edition. Readers wishing to locate passages 
from this volume in the current Latter-day Saint edition should consult the headings throughout 
this book. The sixth column lists the gathering number in the manuscript. Gathering numbers that 
are not inscribed in the manuscript are presented in brackets. 
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